
“Harry Eng loved making Impossible 
Bottles because he wanted people 
to think more, and to think more 

creatively..”

Impossible
ART

When you hear the words “Impossible Bottles,” if you’re like most people, the first 
name that comes to mind is Harry Eng. Harry was known worldwide as the “master” 
of Impossible Bottles. Yet, there is another person, who, since Harry’s death in 1996, 
is not only keeping Harry’s legacy and art alive but is also making a name for himself 
with his Impossible Bottle creations.  His name is Jeff Scanlan.

Paul Romhany

Jeff Scanlan is a speaker, author, former 
professional magician and owner 
of Scanlan Presentations, Inc.  and 

BottleMagic.com. In 1992, Jeff left his 
corporate sales career to pursue magic as 
his full-time living. In 1996, just four years 
into his professional magic career, Jeff’s life 
would take another interesting turn.

Harry Eng passed away on June 29, 1996. 
Jeff read an article about his passing, 
intriguing life, and amazing Impossible 
Bottles. Although he never met or even 
knew of Harry, Jeff was fascinated by what 
he had read about him. After finishing the 
article, Scanlan told himself “I’ve got to learn 
how Harry made those bottles.”

Jeff did as much research on Harry, his 
life and Impossible Bottles as he could, 
unfortunately not much information 
was available. The internet was still at its 
beginning stages. He quickly learned that 
this was an art form that was not only rare 
and extremely secretive, but that Harry also 
took many of his bottle secrets to his grave. 
Jeff didn’t know Harry, any of his friends or 
people who did know some information 

about Impossible Bottles. Yet, Jeff was 
determined and committed to learn this 
art form. He spent countless hours, broke 
hundreds of bottles, and ruined hundreds 
upon hundreds of decks of cards and 
other objects in his pursuit. Then it finally 
happened! After three and a half years of 
work and focus on solving this problem, 
Jeff successfully put a bar of Lava soap into 
a Mistic juice bottle. He was elated.

It was from that point on that Jeff would 
spend additional years perfecting his 
technique. By the year 2000 he was able 
to put all kinds of objects into bottles – 
playing cards, gold balls, padlocks, bars of 
soap, baseballs and pairs of scissors just 
to name a few. In fact, Jeff has duplicated 
about eight of Harry’s Impossible Bottles. 
Then he started creating some new and 
exciting variations of Impossible Bottles. 
Jeff remembered reading from the article 
that Harry used to make his bottles 
and bring them to various magic and 
puzzle conventions where they would 
always sell out. Now with fours years of 
Impossible Bottle making under his belt, 

Jeff decided and proceeded to launch 
his own Impossible Bottle website – 
Bottlemagic.com. He told and showed 
his friends, fellow magicians, and as 
many others as possible about his new 
bottle artwork. Much to his surprise, 
within a week, he started receiving a 
few orders.

Initially, orders came from friends 
who wanted a bottle for themselves 
as a cool conversation piece. Then he 
received a few orders from his magic 
clients who wanted them as a unique 
and memorable gift for their business 
clients. Yet, it was Jeff’s friend and 
magic mentor, Eugene Burger, who 
wanted one for himself. After receiving 
his bottle, other professional magicians 
and some of his students would see it 
and inquire. Jeff recalls, “Eugene would 
let others know how to acquire one of my 

bottles and the rest was history.” 

In June of 2004, Jeff attended the IPP 
(International Puzzle Party) held in Chicago. 
While there he caught the attention of Mr. 
Jerry Slocumb who was the founder of the 
IPP. Mr. Slocumb said, “You have added new 
Impossible Bottle creations to Harry Eng’s 
legendary legacy.” Jeff remembers thanking 
him for the kinds words and gifted him with 
one of his bottles. 

In 2005, his bottles creations started getting 
worldwide media attention. Conceptis 
Puzzles (one of the largest on-line puzzle 
magazines based out of Israel) wrote a 
feature article on Jeff’s work. The article 
was very successful, receiving one of the 
largest number of “hits” ever for the on-line 
magazine. Which in turn made Conceptis 
Puzzles contact him again for a second 
article and a contest. The idea was simple 
but clever. Conceptis Puzzles designed a 

custom Sudoku puzzle for their members. 
The members would have to complete the 
puzzle and send it to Jeff. Jeff would then 
put all the entries received within a three-
week period into a bin and would then 
randomly draw a winner. The winner’s actual 
puzzle solution would then be incorporated 
into a one-of-a-kind customized bottle.

Jeff’s bottles have garnered him clients not 
only throughout the U.S. but worldwide as 
well. His clients include famous magicians, 
puzzle collectors, celebrities, professional 
athletes and people from all walks of life. His 
bottles are also on permanent display at The 
College of Magic Museum in Cape Town, 
South Africa and in the library at the world-
famous Magic Castle. In 2013, The Science 
Gallery purchased some of Jeff’s bottles to 
go on a U.S. tour titled Illusions: Nothing 
Is as It Seems which was sponsored by 
Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland. His bottle 

work has been featured in both the Linking 
Ring and Genii Magazine, The Malaysia Sun 
News paper, Games Magazine, the United 
Kingdom’s Gold Radio station and other 
media outlets. 

In 2019, Jeff was invited to attend the Magic 
Live convention held in Las Vegas. He took 
over for Jamie D. Grant, the originator of the 
“Send Wonder” bottle, who was no longer 
able to attend. Jeff is now a regular at this 
yearly event where he gets to showcase 
his bottle creations and pieces of magic 
he manufactures. In 2022, while attending 
Magic Live, Jeff introduced his newest art 
form called 3-D dimensional decks. This 
is where every card in a deck is cut by 
hand using only an Xacto knife. Each card 
becomes more and more detailed. When all 
56 cards are stacked together and creates 
a beautiful 3-D pattern. Each deck takes 
almost eight hours to create. No glue or 
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adhesives are ever used. When completed the cards are in their 
original box, sealed and in the cellophane wrapping. These decks 
were a huge hit at Magic Live. All twenty decks that he brought 
were sold in less than a day! The demand for his decks were so 
great that he had to takes orders. His “Deck Merlot” bottle (deck of 
cards in a wine bottle) was his biggest seller at this year’s Magic Live 
convention. 

Harry Eng loved making Impossible Bottles because he wanted 
people to think more, and to think more creatively. It’s one of the 
reasons why when people would ask him “How do you do it?” his 
two most popular responses were “Think about it,” or “I have trained 
cockroaches.”  Yet, he really never just told people how it was done. 
Harry was always known for having some sort of knotted rope in his 
bottles. Jeff said he doesn’t do the knots for two reasons. First, he’s 
not good at making them but also, it was what Harry was known 
for. Instead, Jeff has made his mark by incorporating the idea from 
Bottle Whimseys and puts a wooden stopper in the neck of the 
bottle with a perpendicular piece of wood going through it.  

The art of Impossible Bottles is still a rare, secretive and time-
consuming art form. It still requires a lot of patience and creativity. 
Although the art form has become more popular since 1996, it 
is estimated that there are still only about two dozen people in 
world who have mastered the art form. Scanlan is considered to 
be one of the best. Jeff says there is a difference between knowing 
how to make an Impossible Bottle and actually mastering the art. 
He suggests that “mastering” Impossible Bottles really pertains to 
things like the number of different items you can put into bottles. 
How difficult is the bottle to duplicate? How small is the bottle and 
its opening. How does the item look once inside the bottle? And are 
the objects inside the bottle still usable among other things.

Jeff’s Impossible Bottles are created according to the rules of the art 
form. 

• The bottle must be an ordinary off-the-grocery-store shelf 
bottle.

• The bottle can’t be heated, cooled, cut or manipulated in any 
way, shape or form.

• Every item inside the bottle must be placed inside through the 
neck.

•  The item, once inside the bottle, must still be usable.

And to this day, unlike many newcomers to the art form, Jeff still 
never uses glue of any kind. For over 23 years his creativity, patience 
and dedication to the art of Impossible Bottles has helped him 
build quite a following of his art. Whether Jeff becomes known as 
the next, or the modern day, Harry Eng is still unknown. But, he 
is definitely letting the world know that Harry’s Impossible Bottle 
legacy is alive and well. 

 You can see both Jeff’s Impossible Bottles and 3-D 
Dimensional Decks by visiting https://BottleMagic.com.


