








Currently, Jeff offers more than 15
different bottles for sale. His artistry has
garnered him clients throughout the world.

Jeff explains his early interest in
magical things: "l always enjoyed being
creative and doing things that kept my
mind stimulated. | enjoyed, and still do,
putting together jigsaw puzzles. The
other kind of puzzles | always found
fascinating is bar bets—for example,
placing a dime into a shot glass, then
placing a quarter over the dime and
asking someone if they can remove the
dime before the quarter without touching
either the glass or the coins. Or lining
up five coins in a row (quarter, penny,
quarter, penny, quarter) and then asking
someone if they can get the coins to end
up quarter, quarter, quarter, penny, penny
in just three moves. The stipulations:
Move two coins each time, and the coins
must be next to each other and not
lifted. Eventually, on my.own, | would
start adding more coins, and would try
to figure out the absolute minimum
number of moves in order to get all the
corresponding coins next to each other.
| know, a little quirky. But, those are the
type of things | did. | always enjoyed
challenging myself."

Jeff uses all kinds of bottles, but
the Mistic Juice bottle was one of his
most widely used. Unfortunately, the
company redesigned the Mistic Juice
bottle, making it taller and more slender.
Because of the design change, the new
Mistic bottles were too narrow to hold
a deck of cards. When this happened,
Jeff contacted the Mistic Juice brand
manager to see if he could get any of
the original style of bottle. A search of
the warehouse only turned up 11 bottles,
forcing Jeff to find another bottle type.
Luckily, Jeff became friends with the
vice president of a bottle distributor, who
supplies him with four different styles of
bottles for free. In return, Jeff has made
her several Impossible Bottles, which
she enjoys showing to her clients.

Creating Impossible Bottles is ever
thought-provoking. After a challenge
from a friend, Jeff spent 11 months trying
to figure out how to seal a wine bottle
with the cork and have the corkscrew
inside the bottle while it was also twisted
into the cork itself. "It took about a month
and a half to figure out 80 percent of the
puzzle. Nine and a half months for the
remaining 20 percent,” says Scanlan.
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LEARNING THE ART OF
IMPOSSIBLE BOTTLES

Marc Adams, the founder of the
Marc Adams School of Woodworking
in Franklin, Indiana (http://marcadams.
com), accidentally discovered Jeff's
Impossible Bottle artwork. He was so
impressed with his work that he invited
him to come and teach a class on
Impossible Bottle making. Nine students
took the course, which met six to seven
hours a day for five days in July 2010.

Although it was a very basic course,
it ended up being a huge success.
Marc Adams was so impressed that he
decided not only to have Jeff return as an
instructor in July of 2012 but to take the
course himself.

Before Jeff left the school, Marc
commissioned Jeff to make a bottle
incorporating a small wooden marking

gauge that he had provided and the
slogan “Layout |s Everything” written
somewhere on the bottle. Four months
later Jeff not only incorporated the things
Marc asked for, but he also introduced
two new bottle techniques that had never
been performed before.

Marc wrote in a thank-you note, “Jeff,
| just wanted to drop you a quick note to
tell you that the bottle you made for me
is astonishing! Who would have thought
it would be possible to stick my marking
gauge in a bottle, through a sealed deck
of cards, locked in place, suspended
in the bottle by a clasped chain with
a mahogany stopper that has a cross
member that locks the cork stopper
tightly in place. There is no way possible
to get items in or out. If | didn’t know
better | would say that is impossible,
but with you it is truly ‘magical.’ As the

director of the largest Woodworking
school in the world, | have made it my
job to find the best craftsman of modern
time. | did a lot of research before | .
contacted you, with everyone pointing to
you as the best. Well they were right, no
questions, end of story. You have a very
special gift. Keep up the great work."

Jeff’s bottle magic only continues to
gain prominence. In January 2011, two of
Jeff's bottle creations went on permanent
display in the library of the world-famous
Magic Castle in Hollywood, California;
and the College of Magic, in Cape Town,
South Africa, has commissioned Jeff to
make four bottles that will be displayed
at the College’s new museum that is
currently under construction. For more
about Jetf Scanlan and his creations,
visit http://bottlemagic.com and http://
jeffscanlan.com. G
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